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COMMUNICATION 

The Early Norman Jury 

I have read with very great surprise, in Mr. Haskins' s valuable article 
on " The Early Norman Jury " (Am. Hist. Rev., VIII. 613 ff.), his com- 
ments on my Calendar of Documents Preserved in France. Mr. Haskins 
asserts that " one's faith in the thoroughness of the editor's researches is 
sadly shaken by the discovery that in spite of the obviously close connec- 
tion of the diocese of Bayeux with English history, Mr. Round did not 
examine any of the cartularies of Bayeux cathedral, the monastic cartu- 
laries of the diocese preserved in the cathedral library, or the cartulary 
of the hospital of Bayeux." He is good enough to add that "Very 
likely the example may not be typical," but he must be well aware that it is 
precisely the reverse. For the Bayeux documents are relegated to an 
appendix at the end of my volume, on the express ground (as explained 
in a note) that I was unable to visit Bayeux for their collation. The 
reader, therefore, is duly" warned that this section of my work stands on 
a different footing. 

The case of the Bayeux documents is peculiar, for such documents 
are usually found in the Archives Departementales, all of which I 
visited. Mr. Haskins justly says that I "labored under the disad- 
vantage" Of having to base my work "upon a collection of old tran- 
scripts," and as a matter of fact, the Government only sanctioned the 
publication on the ground that these transcripts had been acquired at 
considerable cost by the old Record Commission with the intention ot 
printing them, and that they ought to be made available for use in the 
form of a calendar. No further research was contemplated, and that 
which I undertook was voluntary on my part and was intended to in- 
crease the collection for the benefit of scholars. It seems, therefore, 
somewhat ungracious to complain that my additions were not exhaustive, 
as, except for my offer, there would have been none at all. 

J. Horace Round. 
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